
This task comes from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), commonly referred to as “the Nation’s Report Card.” NAEP is the largest nationally 
representative and continuing assessment of what America’s students know and can do in various subject subjects. For more information, go to 
http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/. 

Student Activity Guide for NAEP Interactive Science Task: Here Comes the Sun 
http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/science_2009/ict_tasks.asp 

 
Select “Take this task” under Here Comes the Sun.  
 

 
 
Read the information on each screen. Select “NEXT” when you have finished reading the information on the screen. 
 

 
 

In this task, you will use a time lapse 
simulation to make observations about the 
path of the Sun as it relates to the amount of 
daylight. You will use this knowledge to 
determine the better of two locations for 
growing tomatoes. 

http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/
http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/science_2009/ict_tasks.asp
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Question 1 
 
Look at the clock and record the time of sunrise on January 1 below. Be sure to include AM or PM in your answer 
(EXAMPLE: 7:20 AM). 
 
_______________________ 
 
Record the time of sunset on January 1 below. Be sure to include AM or PM in your answer. 
 
_______________________ 
 
Now click on "JULY 1." 
 
Use the buttons as you did earlier to observe the path of the Sun. 
Record the sunrise and sunset times for July 1 below. Remember to include AM or PM in your answers (EXAMPLE: 7:20 
AM). 
 
July 1 sunrise: 
 
_______________________ 
July 1 sunset: 
 
_______________________ 

When there is a question, write your 
answer on this worksheet, not on the 
computer screen. If you answer directly on 
the computer, your answer will not be 
saved. You do not need to answer anything 
directly on the computer. After answering, 
select “NEXT” to continue. 
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Question 2 
 
Another student made the observations you did and recorded the data shown on the left. 
Based on the data in the table, which statement is true? 
 
A. January 1 has more hours of daylight. 
B. July 1 has more hours of daylight. 
C. Both days have the same amount of daylight 
D. You cannot tell the amount of daylight. 
 

 
 
Question 3 
 
On which day do you think the Sun will be lowest in the sky at 12:00 noon? 
A. January 1 
B. July 1 
C. Sometimes it is January 1 and sometimes July 1 
D. It will rise to the same height on both days. 
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Question 4 
 
Describe two differences you observe about the paths of the Sun on January 1 and July 1. 
 
Difference 1 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Difference 2 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 

 
Question 5 
 
Based on the results, about how many hours of daylight do you think there were on October 1? 
 
_______________________ 
 
Explain how you used the results to get your answer. 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
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Question 6 
 
Based on the data in the tables, in which place would you expect the tomato plants to grow the most in the growing 
season? 
 
A. Place X 
B. Place Y 
C. The tomato plants would grow the same amount in both places. 
 
Explain how you know. Use the data to support your explanation. 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 


